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THE REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE 
by John W. Parker 


During the struggle of the colonies to throw off British taxation, smuggling had 
become a popular activity. By the time the revolution was over, it was habitual. It 
became the province of the Secretary of the Treasury to stop it. It was not an easy 
job to reverse the thinking of importers to regard smuggling as a crime, and to pay 
revenue to the new government. Deciding the best means of enforcement of the new 
custom laws was to resort to a fleet for this purpose, Alexander Hamilton, the first 
Secretary of the Treasury, asked Congress to provide a fleet of armed cutters to in- 
sure the collection of import duties from all vessels entering United States waters. 
Just one year after Washington's inauguration as first President of the United States, 
on August 4, 1790, Congress passed a bill which authorized the construction of ten 
boats for guarding the coast against smugglers. Known in the beginning as the 
Revenue Marine, this group became later recognized as the Revenue Cutter Service. 


Hamilton asked that there be "ten boats, two for the coasts of Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire; one for Long Island Sound; one for New Yorks; one for the Bay of 
Delaware; two for the Chesapeake; one for North Carolina; one for South Carolina, and 
one for Georgia." 


These ten "boats" were to be cutters, that is, heavy schooners that could carry 
plenty of sail for speed. "Boats from 35 to 40 feet keel will answer our purpose, 
each,eeee armed with swivels," Hamilton told Congress: "The first cost of one of 
these cutters completely equipped may be computed at one thousand dollars." The 
two masted MASSACHUSETTS, built at Newburyport in 1791 became the first revenue 
cutter. Divided into a long quarterdeck and deep waist, her deck was 60 feet from 
her figurehead to her square-cut stern; beam 17' 8"; depth 7! 3", measuring 704 
tons and armed with six swivels, the MASSACHUSETTS was the most formidable ship in 
the cutter fleet. The following cutters had four guns each: 5l=ton SCAMMEL, 50-ton 
ACTIVE and PICKERING, 40-ton DILIGENCE, 35=<ton ARGUS, VIGILANT, VIRGINIA and SOUTH 
CAROLINA, The GENERAL GREENE, a 30-ton sloop had three guns. 


For each cutter, Hamilton engaged crews of one master, not more than three mates, 
four mariners, and two boys. Masters received $30 a month, first mates $20, second 
mates $16, third mates $1, mariners $8, and boys 44. Rations included among other 
items a “half gill of rum, brandy or whiskey, 1 qt. salt, 2 qtse. vinegar, 2 lbs. 
soap, 1 1b. candles", It was Hamilton's idea to give officers commissions that "not 
only would induce fit menthemore readily to engage, but will attach them to their 
duty by a nicer sense of honor", 


The first man commissioned a "Master of a Cutter in the Service of the United 
States" was Hopley Yeaton of New Hampshire, Yeaton took the double oath to support 
the Constitution and detect and prevent fraud against the revenue, He was given 


i 
| 
y 
. 
- 
ia 
é 


120 VOLUME IV AUGUST 1952 NUMBER 8 


command of the cutter SCAMMEL, The other masters were veterans of the Continental 
Navy-- John Foster Williams, of the MASSACHUSETTS and David Porter of the ACTIVE. 


For nearly eight years, the Treasury's original fleet of cutters was the 
nation's only Navy. When French privateers seized more than 340 American veseels, 
Congress retaliated by appointing in 1799 that "Revenue Cutters shall, whenever the 
President shall so direct, cooperate with the Navy of the United States," Anticipat- 
ing Congress, President John Adams had placed, in 1798, the cutters under the order 
of Benjamin Stoddard, the first Secretary of the Navy. Among their early assign- 
ments was the patrol between Nantucket and Cape Henry, and the escrot of the frigate 
CONSTITUTION on her maiden cruise, In this period, too, cutters performed the first 
. convoy duty, guarding the American merchantmen from privateers, 


In 1799, Stoddard ordered four fleets of 20 ships to sea against the French 
raiders, In this force were eight cutters. Of 20 French ships captured by the com- 
bined fleets, 16 were taken by cutters, The 187-ton cutter EAGLE set something of 
a record by capturing five French ships, and assisting in the capture of 10 others. 


The PICKERING, sister cutter of the EAGLE, fought with the privateer L'EGYPTE 
CONQUISE on October 18, 1789, The Frenchman was fitted out and doubly manned to 
capture the PICKERING. Against her 18 guns and crew of 250, the cutter had only 
14 guns of much smaller variety, and 70 men, But after a 9-hour battle, the bigger 
ship hauled down the Tri-Color and surrendered. Later, in 1800, the PICKERING was 
lost with all hands in a squall. 


Nine cutters, averaging 125 tons, each with 6 to 10 light guns and crews of 15 
to 30 men, fought in the War of 1812. The war was not a week old when the cutter 
JEFFERSON captured the PATRIOT, the first prize to fall into American hands. Alto- 
gether the cutters took 14 enemy ships, The MADISON brought in the 300 ton brig 
SHAMROCK, and shortly afterward, the schooner WADE, carrying $20,000 in gold and 
Silver, The VIGILANT took the British privateer DART in a running battle between 
Newport and Block Island. Britain being a great sea power was able to send strong 
squadrons into American waters and frequently the cutters seeking contact with the 
enemy, found themselves up against bigger, more heavily armed warships. 


In June of 1813, under cover of night and fog, three barges from the British 
man-o-war NARCISSUS tried to take the 75=ton cutter SURVEYOR by surprise in the 
York River, Va. Though outnumbered 50 to 15, the cutter crew wounded seven and 
killed three of the enemy before the SURVEYOR was captured. British Captain John 
Crerie was so impressed by "the determined way in which her deck was disputed", in 


hard fighting that he returned to Capt, William Travis of the cutter "the sword you 
so nobly used", 


No sooner was the war of 1812 over, than in 1815 the cutters were ordered to 
sea against pirates and slave ships, The cutter ACTIVE captured a number of priva- 


teers in Chesapeake Bay between 1816 and 1819. The DALLAS captured others off 
Savannah in 1818, 


In 1819, the ALABAMA and the LOUISIANA, on their way to stations in the Gulf of 
Mexico, overtook and easily captured the Mexican BRAVO, After the capture of the 
BRAVO, the ALABAMA and the LOUISIANA wiped out Patterson's Town, a pirate den on 
Breton Island. This practically ended organized piracy in the Gulf, though occas- 
ional raiders came up from the West Indies and Central and South America, The 
LOUISIANA, with a United States and a British warship, took five pirate ships in 
1822, The DALLAS captured a slave ship in 1820, and the ALABAMA took three slavers 


in 1822, In all, nearly 500 Negro Slaves were liberated by the cutters enforcing 
the law forbidding their importation, 


There was more trouble in the wind in 1832, when South Carolina nullified the 
tariff on imports entering through her ports. Five cutters were sent to Charleston 
to enforce the collection of customs. Ships arriving with sugar from Havana 
anchored under the guns of the cutters and their cargoes were impounded in Fort 


Moultree until the import duties were paid, The crisis was ended with Henry Clay's 
compromise of 1883, 
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In 1836 the Seminole Indians went on the warpath in Florida and eight cutters 
were ordered to the scene. The WASHINGTON arrived just in time to land men and guns 
to save Fort Brook after the Seminoles had ambushed and massacred all but one of the 


&. soldiers defending the fort. This was the first amphibious landing by combined 
forces in the United States, 

The cutters continued cooperation with the Army and Navy in Florida waters for 
two and a half years, blockading rivers, carrying dispatches, transporting troops and 
ammunition, and providing land parties for the defense of settlements. When peace 
wes finally restored, 211 hands were rewarded with a grant of a quarter square-mile 
of public land in Florida, 


Under Secretary of the Treasury John Spencer, the Revenue Marine was set up as 
a bureau within the department along lines similar to that of the present Coast 
Guard. It had accounting, engineering, personnel, operations, intelligence, and 
legal branches, and a captain was assigned to head the bureau. About the same time, 
the service began building cutters with iron hulls and auxilliary steam power. The 
first, the LEGARE, was launched in time to be ordered into action in the Mexican War 
in 1846, The FORWARD and McLANE aided Commodore Perry in carrying out the amphibious 
assault at the mouth of the Tabasco River in 1847. In the operation, however, the 
McLANE ran aground and had to be pulled off, which may be why Perry reserved his 
praise for the FORWARD. "I am gratified," he wrote "to bear witness to the valuable 
services of the Revenue Schooner FORWARD", No word for the steamer McLANE. 


Not only the McLANE, but all the first steam cutters were ill-starred,. The 
BIBB, like the McLANE, DALLAS, and SPENCER, equipped with a novel and untried under- 
water paddle=wheel, began to leak so badly on her way to Mexico that she had to be 
beached, The POLK leaked badly on launching and was never used. The SPENCER, found 
defective, was used as a lightship at Hampton Roads. The McLANE had her machinery 

& taken out and was converted into a lightship in 1848. The WOODBURY and VAN BUREN, 
although not steamers, were condemned as not worth repairs. The LEGARE was with- 
dravm from service because of a dangerous boiler and transferred to the Coast Survey. 
The WaLKER, also turned over to the Coast Survey, was run down and foundered off 
Barnegat. From what I have heard from modern engineering officers, it's a wonder all 
of the square-shaped boilers without safety valves didn't just blow up! 


The side=wheeler HARRIET LANE, built in 1857 at a cost of $10,000 was one of 
the first (if not the first) successful steam cutters and one of the famous ships in 
the Civil War. In this period of divided loyalties a number of men resigned to join 
the Confederacy, and five cutters in Southern waters were seized for the South. But 
the HARRIET LANE fought under both the Stars and Stripes and the Stars and Bars. 


She is also credited with having fired the first shot in the war in April 1861, 
on the eve of the bombardment of Fort Sumter. As part of a force sent to relieve 
the beleaguered fort, she came upon the southern steamer NASHVILLE trying to run 
into Charleston Harbor without showing her colors. The cutter fired a shot across 
her bow, = it had "the-desired effect", 


Later, the HARRIET LANE participated in the first Union Victory, the capture of 
Fort Clarke and Fort Hatteras, which were bases for blockade runners in the Hatteras 
Inlet. Then, transferred to the Navy, she served as the flagship of Admiral David 
Porter. At Galveston she was captured and finished the war as a Confederate Ship. 


By November 1864, the cutter fleet consisted of 11 screw propeller steamers, 
3 side-wheelers, and 14 sailing vessels. They helped to enforce the blockade and 
lent support to the Army and Navy striking into the South. 


bd The cutter NAUGATUCK escorted the MONITOR when she sailed out into Hampton 
Roads to meet the Confederate ironclad MERRIMAC on 9 March, 1862. The ensuing 
battle is known to all. 


The cutter MIAMI saw action at Willoughby's Point, where she landed President 
Lincoln on Confederate=held soil the day before the fall of Norfolke 
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After the close of the Civil War in 1865, the cutters enjoyed a relatively long 
period of peace, interrupted only by the eight-month Spanish-American War in 1898, 
The outbreak of this war found the cutter McCULLOCH en route to San Francisco via & 
the Mediterranean and the Suez Canal. At Singapore, she was ordered to join Dewey's 
forces at Manila, There she distinguished herself in the Battle of Manila Bay and 


afterward raced to Hong Kong with the news of the American victory so that it could 
be broadcast to the world. 


The cutter WINDOM became involved in a naval battle off Cuba while helping cut 
the Cienfuegos cable, which linked Havana with the outside world. In another battle 
at Cardenas, the cutter HUDSON braved deadly fire from Spanish guns to tow the 


crippled Navy torpedo boat WINSLOW from under enemy shore batteries and certain 
destruction, 


Altogether, there were 18 cutters in the war with Spain. Thirteen operated from 
East Coast bases, eight of these blockading Havana with Admirel Simpson's fleet. 

Four others and the McCULLOCH were in the Pacific, Three more were in the yards be-~ 
ing fitted for battle when the brief war was ended. 


In the peaceful periods before and after the Spanish war, the Revenue Cutter 
Service underwent changes that presaged the tight-knit, efficient, dependable organ- 
ization that the Coast Guard is today. Regulations of 1871 provided for physical 

and professional examination of officers and regular inspection of the cutters. In 
1876 a system for training cadets to become officers was instituted. Finally, in 

1915, the Revenue Cutter Service and the Lifesaving Service were merged and the new 
organization, headed by a new captain commandant, was called the United States Coast 
Guard, the name it has borne ever since. 


Sources 
Encyclopedia Brittanica 
Encylcopedia, Funk & Wagnalls New Standard 

Chapelle, Howard Iwing, The History of American Sailing Ships, 

"Revenue Cutters" 

U. S. Coast Guard, Coast Guard History 

American History Course at School. 


Record Passages 
from John Lyman 


I am interested in the last two articles on this subject written by Winston 
sLangdon and Captain Harry Daniel -- Some people say they are mostly a matter of luck. 
This is true in a sense, but in an inverse sense: a bad passage by a competent 

master in a fast ship is generally the result of bad luck-- contrary winds and calms. 
But there are very, very few record passages made by an indifferent master in a poor= 
ly-managed ship, because the chances of all the winds, currents, etce, all being fav- 
orable for months on end are infinitesimally small. 


Maury and Clark after him, showed that the N.Y. - S.F. passage could be broken 
into six sections and the record times for each section add to 67 days; yet the 
record for the whole distance is 89 days; and none of the individual record holders 
made the whole distance under 100 days. 


According to Clark, only 18 vessels made this run in under 100 days, and only 
two did it twice -- FLYING CLOUD and FLYING FISH, both built by Donals McKay. The 
FLYING CLOUD is justly famous, and I hope that now we have her lines, the FLYING FISH ) 
can receive a little more of the attention that is due her. 
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THE SLOOP SALLY OF CHARLES TOWN 
by 
Harold A. Mouzon 


Those who refer to St. Philip's Church in Charleston, South Carolina, as 'The 
Westminster Abbey of the South' are perhaps a little carried away by local pride, but 
it is undeniably true that a distinguished company sleeps in the church yard which 
lies on either side of Church Street. From the eighteenth century down to now hither 
have been borne men who loomed large in their city and their state, some of them in 
the nation. Few can have come with more solemn pomp and pageantry than did certain 
of the crew of the sloop SALLY on Christmas Day of 1778. 


In November of that year a British force from Florida made a sudden push into 
Georgia, Privateers out of St. Augustine were thick along the southern coast and 
there was an ominous increase of British naval vessels. There was every sign that 
the war was moving toward the southern colonies. South Carolina looked to her own 
defences and took steps to help her invaded neighbor to the south. 


Since the capture of the DEFENCE and COMET, the most powerful vessel left in the 
South Carolina navy was the NOTRE DAME, a sixteen-gun brigantine, though the brigan- 
tine HORNET was just about ready for launching. On 20 November 1778 President Rawlins 
Lowndes wrote to the Commissioners of the Navy Board: 


'The State of Georgia being now Invaded by a Land force from East Florida, and 
also threatned with an Armament by Sea, it behooves us to give her our utmost 
Aid and Assistance to Deliver her from her present perilous Situation, and we 
have Accordingly promised that we will exert ourselves for that purpose - You 
are therefore desired to use your Utmost Diligence and Endeavours to fitt out 
& and Equip such a Force as in the present Situation can be procured, and to 
Man and furnish them in the best Manner you possibly can for sea in a warlike 
Manner, Giving a Bounty of Twenty Dollars per Man to Every able Seaman who 
will Inlist for the Servi(ce) And promising the Owners of such Vessels as you 
shall take up, that the public will make good all damages or Losses that may 
be Sustained while they are in the public Service = The said Vessels to be 
Employed in the Defence of Georgia, and to be dispatched with the utmost Ex- 
pedition for the purpose and to Oppose any Naval Armament that may be Employed 
against that State - You are requested to take the most Speedy and Effectual 
measure to Accomplish this Service = And also to fitt out and prepare for the 
same purpose the States Vessells the NOTRE DAME and RATTLE SNAKE, and to ap- 
point such Commanders as you shall Judge most proper to give Effect and Success 
to the Expedition - And you are desired to Call for the Aid and Assistance of 
all persons well disposed to the service of this State to furnish such 
Articles and Necessarys as may be wanting for furnishing and Supplying the 
said Vessels with what may be wanted to fitt them for Sea, what Cannot other- 
wise be Obtained.! 


Of all the necessaries required for the vessels, by far the hardest to get was 
mene On 23 November the Commissioners wrote to Captain William Hall of the NOTRE 
DAME: 


'The Commissioners of the Navy direct that you do with all possible Dispatch 


‘ get the Brigg NOTRE DAME fitted and Manned to proceed on an Expedition to 
Georgia, and that no delay may happen for want of Seamen the Commissioners 
4 Direct that you do Open a House of Rendezvous in Concert with the Other 


Vessels fitting out under the direction of a proper Officer who will be 
furnished with Articles for the Seamen that may Engage, to Sign, which 
Seamen are to be taken on board as soon as possible, and Allow Twenty 
Dollars? Bounty to Every able Boydied Seaman that may Enlist for the Term 
of the Expedition, ! 
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Similar orders were delivered to Captain James Pyne of the schooner RATTLE SNAKE, 
Captain Jeremiah Dickinson of the sloop RACHAEL, Captain William Allen of the sloop 
FAMILY TRADER, and Captain Benjamin Stone of the sloop SALLY.3 The three sloops had 


evidently been in Charles Town harbor at the time and were requisitioned for the & 
Georgia expedition, 


A few months before an advertisement concerning the SALLY had appeared in The 


South=Carolina and American General Gazette. There was a little conventional cut of 
a sloop and this notice: 


To Be Sold 


On Thursday the 20th inst. at Greenwood'!s Wharf, about 12 otclock: 
Three-eighths of the Sloop Sally; 
Her guns, sails, rigging, &c, the property of Leger & Greenwood, she 


being so well known, that a further description of her would be un- 
necessary,.' 


It is too bad that the SALLY was so well known. A description of her would be 
interesting now. 


On 2 November the Commissioners of the Navy informed the President that the 
owners of the several vessels chosen for the expedition had agreed to let them to 
the State and inquired whether the owners! valuation should be accepted in case of 
loss or the vessels appraised, They also wished to know if they could fix the hire 
or if this was for the Legislature, The President and the Privy Council instructed 
the Commissioners to appoint ‘three indifferent persons! to value the vessels and 
stated that the amount of hire would be referred to the Legislature. The Commission- 
ers thereupon wrote the vessel owners, including 'Joseph Atkinson & Others Owners of 
the Sloop SALLY', requesting that each appoint 'a fitt and proper person! to value 
his vessel, the Commissioners to appoint another, and the two to appoint a third as oe 
umpire should they not agree. The letter went on: 


'tYou'l please advise the Board as Early as possible of the person you appoint 
and Furnish a particular Inventory of all wn Pe, Guns Stores & c. of 
Every kind to be laid before the appraisers,' 


There seemed to be every reason for hurrying whatever aid was to be sent to 
Georgia. On 26 November Charles Town read this item in the news: 


'A party of the enemy from East Florida, have made a sudden incursion into 
Georgia. This force is represented to be about 500 horsemen, with four 
field pieces. The advices from Georgia mention that they were not dis-= 


covered before the 20th instant, yet on the 22d they were advanced within 
miles of Sunbury.! 


A week later on 3 December (there were then only weekly papers in Charles Town) 


more details were available and the seriousness of the raid into Georgia was made 
clear, 


tCol. Prevost, with about 80 regulars, and 600 Tories landed at Fort Howe 

on the Altamaha, from whence he proceeded toward Sunbury. The rest of : 
the regulars, said to be upwards of 300, under Col. Fuser, landed at 

Colonel's Island, and marched into Sunbury. The last advices mention 

their having retired 10 miles from Sunbury, where Fuser and Prevost had ' 
effected a junction and intrenched themselves. Fire and destruction have 

marked their progress. Excepting the town of Sunbury, scarce a house, & 
not even a place dedicated to the worship of the Deity, have escaped 


their savage fury. The report we had of the fort at Sunbury having sur- 
rendered, is without foundation, 


'The enemy's naval force consists of the ship GEORGE of 20 guns, brig 
SPITFIRE of 16, sloop MUSKETTO of 10, a galley with one or two heavy guns 
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‘ tand a number of flats and boats, some of them with swivels; the scamen on 
board the whole sail to be near 300. They were lying at St, Simon's, 


Brigadier General Screven, of the Georgia Militia, has died of the 
woulds he received in a skirmish with the enemy near Sunbury, The loss 
of this valuable officer, with the cruel circumstances which occasioned 
his death, have excited both regret and resentment in the breasts of his 
fellow citizens, who in all appearance will soon have it in their power 
to take ample vengeance on their barbarious enemy. 


General Howe arrived at Savannah on Friday, and part of the reinforce- 
ment sent from this State were expected there on Monday,!? 


But if aid was on the way from South Carolina by land, the naval expedition had 
not yet sailed from Charles Town, It was never to sail. The Commissioners on 28 
November addressed a gloomy letter to the President: 


'The Commissioners of the Navy agreeable to your Excellencys Orders Im=- 
mediately took into the public service Three Sloops, in Addition to the 
NOTRE DAME and RATTLESNAKE and the Better to Induce men to Inlist, Or- 
dered a Rendezvouse to be Opened, and having Mett this Evening in Order 
to Enquire into the progress of the Captains in recruiting service find 
the difficulty of Manning the Vessels to be very great, there having 
been only 9 Men Inlisted in the different Vessels notwithstanding an 
Expence of 437008 has already Accrued at the Rendezvouse in Addition to 
the Bounty of Twenty Dollars per Man, The Commissioners are at a Loss 
now to advise your Excellency in the present Case the Seamen in General 
complain of the Bounty being too small, if a Larger Bounty would Induce 
them to Inlist, and the Expence of the Rendezvouse saved, it would, in 
the opinion of the Board be in the End, the least Expensive way of pro- 
curing Seamen, and they Cannot help Expressing their doubts of having 
all the Vessels Manned with the Expedition the Nature of the Service 
seems to require.' 


The list submitted with the letter showed that the NOTRE DAME had forty men in- 
cluding officers, the RATTLESNAKE eight men, the SALLY eighteen, the RACHEL six, and 
the FAMILY TRADER seven, the last four exclusive of officers. At any rate the SALLY 
had done best of the three sloops,. 


The President in Council evidently felt that the Commissioners! doubts of mann- 
ing the vessels were well founded. By 30 November they were writing 'To Mr. Joseph 
Atkinson &» Coe & Other Owners of the Sloop SALLY' and to the owners of the other two 
Sloops to deliver to the Commissary of the Naval Department any public stores re- 
ceived and to ‘Accept the Thanks of the Navy Board for your Readiness in Letting your 
Vessel for the Service of the Public!, The Commissary was instructed to receive the 
public stores from the sloops and to 'forbid the Butchers furnishing said Sloops with 
any Beef on Accot. of the public4t10 


This was the end of the naval expedition to Georgia, but it seems to have accom- 
plished its purpose in spite of itself. According to the newspapers of 10 December: 


'The enemy's troops, under Colonels Prevost and Fuser, have retired over 
the Altamaha, The booty they carried with them, by letters from Georgia, 
is represented to be near 300 negroes, 1000 head of cattle, besides horses, 
hogs, & c. A deserter from them says, that it was intelligence received 
at the British camp of a naval force coming from hence to cut off their 
retreat, which occasioned their precipitate departure, 111 


But if the British thrust in Georgia had been withdrawn, there was still the 
most acute need for naval protection on the seacoast of South Carolina. Little 
privateers out of St. Augustine swarmed along the islands and beset the inlets and 
the newspapers were full of their depredations, The gravity of the situation appears 
in a communication from 'A Citizen' whose bitterness does not prevent an elegance of 
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phrasing too often lacking in letters to the editor of the present day. Under the 
heading 'Fas est et ab Hoste doceri! he wrote: 


‘In times of publick danger, it becomes every inhabitant to be watchful, 
and it is his duty to point out what he conceives would give relief to 
the distresses of his countrymen in particular, or to the State in gen- 
eral. I shall confine myself to the former, and shew, by some strange 
neglect or other, that the southern parts of our country are left open 
to the depredations and ravages of a set of piratical villains, who, 
from supineness or want of policy, are encouraged to come not only upon 
our coasts, but even into our rivers, and by keeping possession of them, 
which they have positively done for some time past, intercepted many of 
our schooners with valuable cargoes, to the great distress and perhaps 
ruin of individuals, and cut off all communications, so that it is im- 
possible for a planter to send his produce to town, even to go by water 
to his plantation, or to remain in safety when there with his people, if 
his situation happens to be any where near a river; some very recent 
and melancholy instances are sufficient proofs of what is here advanced; 
and unless this evil is checked in time, it will be attended with the 
most fatal consequences. Would to God { that those with whom it lays, 
would immediately and without loss of time apply a remedy. I will not 
presume to dictate, but would humbly propose, that by a resolution of 
the General Assembly, the expence would be provided for, of fitting out 
an armed vessel or two of an easy draught of water, to be cruizing from 
Broad River and that small batteries would be erected in each inlet, 


properly supplied, the duty to be performed by the militia during the 
present troubles. Something of this kind would effectually answer the 
purpose, render the minds of the people easy, and their property safe, t12 


The solution of the problem of the defence of the coast, however, was not so 
Simple as 'A Citizen' might think. It was not ships that were needed so much as 
crews to man them. The State had only three vessels of any consequence, the NOTRE 
DAME, the newly launched HORNET, and the little schooner RATTLESNAKE; but the most 
earnest efforts failed to get men for them, The Commissioners raised the bounty to 
thirty dollars per man; they took the crews off the HORNET and the RATTLESNAKE and 
put them on the NOTRE DAME; and when they wished to send the NOTRE DAME out for a 
few days after a privateer seen off Charleston bar they 'Directed an Officer to go 
round the Town with a Drum and fife and Endeavour to get a few Volunteers'. But all 
to little avail. On 5 December 1778 the First Commissioner, Edward Blake, reported 
to President Lowndes that, despite the drum, the NOTRE DAME lacked twenty-five or 
thirty men of her complement of eighty-five and that she should not be sent to sea, 


As the President said in reply, 'Without men nothing can be done! 23 


One great trouble probably was that service on a privateer offered much greater 


financial inducements than could be held out to volunteers in the South Carolina navy. 
It was a difficulty which beset the navies of all the colonies as well as the Contin- 


ental establishment. Obviously the merchants of Charles Town must have offered more 
attractive terms to mariners than did the Commissioners of the Navy; for, while the 
NOTRE DAME was finding it so hard to get a crew, the merchants had manned two of the 


very vessels which the Commissioners had been unable to send to Georgia. 


This ap~ 


pears in the orders of the Navy Board to Captain William Hall, of the NOTRE DAME, 


dated 1h December: 


‘In your Orders of the Fifth Inst. the Commissioners of the Navy Board 
Directed you to Cruize on this Coast for the Enemy's Privateers, not 


Exceeding Ten days from the time you left Charles Town Bar, since which 


Two Sloops the SALLY Capt. Benja. Stone and the FAMILY TRADER Capt. 


William Allen - have been fitted out by the Merchants of Charles Town 
for the Like Service, with Orders to Cruize in Company with the NOTRE 
DAME, in Search of Several of the Enemys privateers - which have been 


seen Hovering on this Coast, not Exceeding Twenty days from the day they 
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"leave Charles Town Bar and to receive Signals from you to prevent any 
Separation = 


& 'The Commissioners of the Navy Board therefore direct that you do furnish 
Capt. Benja. Stone of the Sloop SALLY and Capt. Willm. Allen of the Sloop 
FAMILY TRADER, with proper Signals before you sail over the Bar of Charles 
Town and that you do Embrace the first Oportunity to proceed to sea in 
Company with the SALLY and FAMILY TRADER, and Continue to Cruze together 
as far to the Northward as Cape Fear and to the Southward as far as Tybee 
Not Exceeding Twenty days from the time you Leave Charles-town Bar, During 
all of which time you are to Take, sink, Burn or Distroy any of the Vessels 
or goods belonging to any of the Subjects of the King of Great Britain, Ex- 
cept such as may belong to the Inhabitants of Bermuda or New Providence. 
And if you should be so fortunate as to take any prize during the Cruze 
you must send them into some port in this State and be particularly care- 
full that you Secure your prisoners in such Manner so as to Prevent their 
doing any hurt = and when you return into port you must Anchor in 
Rebellion Rhoad, and not Suffer any man to go on shore out of the NOTRE 
DAME till you have Liberty from the Board for so doing.'1 


The little squadron sailed on 17 December and on 23 December the citizens of 
Charles Town could read of their adventures. 


'Last Thursday the State Brig NOTRE D..ME,William Hall, Esqe, commander, 
together with the SALLY, capt. Benj. Stone, and FAMILY TRADER, capte =~ 
Allen (two sloops fitted out by the merchants) sailed on a cruize, to 
scour the coast of the enemy's privateers, from St. Augustine, which 
have lately infested it with impunity making many captures, and even 
presuming to enter some of our inlets. - Captain Stone, the same night, 
e gave chase to, and took a privateer sloop of  carrige and 6 swivel 
guns, called the RANGER, commanded by capt. John Atkinson, out ten days 
St. Augustine, and having 36 men, but it proving too boisterous to board 
her, after the Lieutenant, Daniel Crawford, and two of the seamen were 
brought on board, the privateer escaped and ran into a fleet, which 
capt. Stone saw the same night, supposed about fifty sail, The next day 
capt.Stone discovered the fleet again, in about fifteen fathoms water, 
to the northward of the bar and reckoned between thirty and forty sail. 
Having parted with his consorts, on Monday he came off the bar, to send 
intelligence of the fleet he has seen, and sent up his prisoners; who 
report that there are many cruizers now upon the coast, and amongst 
them are the PERSEUS and the ARIEL men of war, and a privateer ship of 
twenty=two guns from New York, called the JASON, commanded by capt. 
Hugh Porterfield; and that when they left St. Augustine bar, thirteen 
prizes were lying there, - Yesterday morning capt. Allen also returned 
off the bar, He parted with the NOTRE DAME, the same night the SALLY 
did; and next day off Cape Romain, fell in with a ship of war of twenty 
guns, from which he received two or three broadsides; but got away; on 
Saturday he saw a fleet, which he judged to consist of about 120 sail. 
And yesterady capt. Hall likewise returned, to give notice that he had 
Seen and dogged a fleet every day since he sailed, some of them very 
large ships, of which he reckoned 25 on Friday, about 30 on Saturday, 
and near 50 on Sunday; and the same number on Monday, besides stragglers, 
and that he saw them again yesterday morning at ten o'clock, stand in 
from the S, E. and about noon, as he left them, fell in with and retook 
a Sloop from North Carolina, ladenwith Tobacco, which had been taken by 
a privateer from St. Augustine of tons, and mounting only 4 swivel 
guns : capt. Richard Bissel was the prize master.'1l 


The NOTRE DAME lingered in Rebellion Road, her captain reprimanded by the Pres- 
ident for returning to port contrary to his orders and her crew mutinous, but the 
SALLY was off and away again, with the armed pilot boat EAGLE ordered to cruise with 
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her as far south as Tybee 16 In the sea off the South Carolina coast, swarming as 
it was with enemies, it behove a little sloop like the SALLY to behave with the ut- 
most discretion. On the afternoon of 23 December she was overbold, Hence the cere= 
mony at St. Philip's on Christmas Day, The Gazette of the State of South Carolina 
devoted a long paragraph to the affair on 30 December: 7 


'The sloop SALLY, commanded by Capt. Benjamin Stone (one of the Vessels 
fitted out by the Merchants to scout the Coast) returned into port, with 

5 men killed and 12 wounded, his Mast disabled by a Cannon Ball, and his 
Sails and Rigging terribly mangled with Musket Shot; having the preced- 
ing Afternoon, engaged a large Cat Transport Ship of about 460 Tons, from 
half past 3 to half past ) o'clock off Port Royal bar. He first attacked 
the Ship at some distance, but observing that she showed only 8 Guns, 

PPP's which were not well managed, and few men appeared on her Deck, he approached 
within short Musket Shot, which was no sooner done, than the Wind died away, 
and left his Vessel becalmed along-side of the Enemy, who then appeared 
crowded in every part of the ship, even upon the yards and poured in such 
incessant Showers of Musket Balls and Buck Shot, right down upon the sloop's 
deck, that it was with the greatest Difficulty that the Vessel was moved 
off. The Ship was full of Soldiers, chiefly in green Uniforms, some red, 
and some wore Scots Bonnets. She continued her Fire no longer than while 
the sloop lay within Musket Shot and afterwards seemed to steer for Tybee. 
Amongst the killed, was Capt, Francis Johnson of this Town, Capt. Stone 
himself received a slight concussion in his side. Capt. Mercer had his 
Throat skinned, and Capt. Milligan lost the Club of his Hair and some 

skin, by the Enemy's Shot, but several others were dangerously wounded, 

The five brave Men who lost their lives in the service of their Country, 
were on Friday, carried upon 5 different Hearses, and interred in St. 
Philip's Church Yard, 6 Masters of Vessels bearing the Pall of each, at- 
tended by a numerous Concourse of Seamen and of the Inhabitants, besides 

the Volunteer Company and the Company of Fusileers, in their respective 
Uniforms, who concluded the Ceremony, by a discharge of three Vollies 

over the Graves ,'17 


Another newspaper gave a briefer account of the engagement and the ensuing 
funeral, but assured its readers that it was attended 'by a great concourse of people. 
among whom were many of the most respectable inhabitants .'18 


It was not often that sailors dying in battle could come home from sea to lie 
in a quiet churchyard. No doubt these five rest just as peacefully as if their 
graves had been marked and remembered, 


Notes 


1. Journal of the Commissioners of the Navy of South Carolina, October 9, 1776 - 
March I, 1779 (Columbia, SS, : Historical Commission of S.C.,1910),pecos—26h 

Spanish milled dollars, 
Journal of Navy Commissioners, pe. 20k. 
The South=-Carolina and American General Gazette, 13 August 1778, 
Journal of Navy Commissioners, 
S.C. and American General Gazette, 26 November 1778. 
Tbide, 3 December, 1770. 
South Carolina currency. 
Journal of Navy Commissioners, pe 207 
Tbide, Pe 200. 
S.C. and American General Gazette, 10 December 1778, 
Ibid, 26 January 1779. 
Journal of Navy Commissioners, p. 209-213. 
Tbide, Pe 21 
The Gazette of the State of South Carolina, 23 December 1778. 
Journal of Navy Commissioners, = 217-223, 

Gazette of the State of S.Ce, 30 December 1778, 

S.C. and American General Gazette, 31 December 1778. 
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SAVE THE CUTTY SARK 

Members of the Nautical Research Guild are familiar with the glory and fame of 
the English clipper CUTTY SARK, but this old ship, the last of the Tea Clippers, is 
in serious danger. Mr. Edmund Moran is making a gallant attempt to save her from an 
untimely fate. In times past many fine craft have been snatched from the brink of 
oblivion by the timely action of sincere admirers, Mr. Moran comes to the defense of 
the "greatest clipper of all times"=— His prayer is that her legion of friends will 
come to her rescue. Mr. Moran has been practically making a one man campaign, corres- 
ponding with interested personages and has now organized the CUTTY SARK DEFINDERS. 
This group corresponds to the British, sail-trained admirals, who in 1922 rallied to 
the rescue of Lord Nelson's VICTORY, which sent up a storm of protest and succeeded 
in having her restored by public subscription. We all remember how the American ship 
lovers and school children contributed generously to the restoration of OLD IRONSIDES. 

Last March newspapers reported that the CUTTY SARK was to be sent to Australia, 
to end her days, Later reports stated she would be preserved in England or destroyed, 
Her owners seemed, because of National pride, reluctant to have her leave the shores 
of Albion, 

Mr, Carl Cutler of Mystic Seaport has expressed his approval of a plan to have 
the ship sailed to America and permanently enshrined there, But wherever the CUTTY 
SARK is enshrined, Mr. Moran, an old shellback, has volunteered his services free, 
Sailing in her fo'tc'sle to take her to her last resting place, 

From letters received by Mr. Moran, the present manager, Mr. Frank Carr of 
England, writes that there seems considerable hope of saving the ship, although her 
ultimate fate is still unsettled, 

Pleas, explaining her plight, have been sent by Mr. Moran to Admirals Byrd, 
Halsey, and McNulty== also letters written to many influencial persons, including 
Captain David Bone of Scotland, Captain Irving Johnson of the briganteen YANKEE, 

James B.Connoly, Richard C. McKay, Donald McMillan, Felix Riesenberg, Jre, Frank 
Bowker and Gordon Thomas. 

Through his untiring efforts and boundless enthusiasm, Mr. Moran is getting 
results with his organization of CUTTY SARK DEFENDERS-- SAVE THE CUTTY SARK is the 
battle cry of the DEFENDERS. That master sea-writer, Allan Villers, is one of the 
many interested ship lovers, and also is Chairman of a committee formed for the ex=- 
press purpose of saving the CUTTY SARK, and will welcome all the assistance her 
American Defenders can render. 

In Endolyne, Washington, in 1923, the GLORY OF THE SEAS, the last of the Ameri- 
can Clipper ships built by Donald McKay in 1869, was destroyed by fire. There are 
now no American clippers to be saved for with this destruction the last tangible 
vestige of the American clipper ship passed into oblivion. If the CUTTY SARK IS 
DESTROYED, the clippers, as a class, will be extinct. 

There are no funds involved=-- This is a sincere effort to familiarize American 
Ship Lovers with her cause. "In numbers there is strength." 

Enroll with Mr. Edmund Moran-NRG-644 Bennington St., East Boston, Massachusetts. 


- - , . - 


From the Secretary's Monthly Letter of the Thames Ship Lovers Society, London, H.V.« 
Evans, Hon. Sec. -- "In the reaches below the docks, industry asserted itself~ 
factories for motor cars, margerine, soap and syrup are all to be found, many by 
smell alone, if not by sight. Further down=-stream lies Greenehithe, the home of 
the training ship WORCESTER, and the CUTTY SARK. A plan is afoot to preserve the 
old clipper as the Merchant Navy's counterpart to the Royal Navy's VICTORY. Her 
lines are an inspiration and a joy to behold, and even her present attenuated and 
weather=worn rigging brings to mind the words of Masefield's poem-~—" 


“And all I wish is a tall ship and a star to steer her by, 
And the wheél's kick and wind's song and the white sails shaking, 
And a grey mist on the seats face and a grey dawn breaking." 
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Letter to the Secretary.= From W.H.DeKing, 2632 Anuenue St., Honolulu 15, Hawaii: 


I recently received from Mr. Emmett A. Hoskins, a member of the Guild, the 
April issue of the Nautical Research Journal, which I read with much pleasure and 
interest, particularly the article on Medford=-Built Ships by Dr. Horace K, Richardson. 
I was particularly interested in Dr. Richardson's mention of the brig TAMAHOURLAUNE 
on page 56 of the April issue, which I quote below: 


"In 1820 the brig TAMAHOURLAUNE and the brig JONES were built by Thatcher 
Magoun, There was a legend in Medford that these two brigs were put together 
and then taken apart and shipped to the Sandwich Islands in the THADDEUS, It 
has been written that there is proof that these ships sailed to the islands 
under their own power. It is an interesting story and probably not true." 


I give the following information of the TAMAHOURLAUNE, which may be of interest 
to your readers, and particularly to Doctor Richardson of Baltimore. * 


"TAMAHOURLAUNE = An American brig of Boston which in the autumn of 1820 sailed 
from that port under John C. Jones, Jr., as master, for 'NeW. Coast'. She 
called at Rio Janerio probably about the end of December, 1820, and continued 
to the Hawaiian Islands, where, in company with the brig INORE (both owned by 
by Josiah Marshall of Boston) she arrived, probably in May, 1821. There the 
two vessels were sold and their voyages ended. The TAMAHOURLAUNE was of 162 
tons burthen, built at Medford, Mass., in 1820. The 'History of Medford', by 
Charles Brooks, states that after being built, this brig was taken to pieces 
and shipped out to the 'Islands' in the brig THADDEUS. This is plainly in 


error, The THADDEUS sailed from Boston in 1819 and this brig was not then 
in existence," 


Reference = "A List of Trading Vessels in the Maritime Fur Trade", 1820 = 1825, by 
Judge F. W. Howay - From the Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, Third 
Series, Section II, Volume XXVIII, 193h. 


You will note that Judge Howay makes no mention of the brig JONES in the above 
reference, The brig TAMAHOURLAUNE is frequently mentioned in local annuals of the 
1820's, sometimes under her Hawaiian name. 


"The Tea Clippers" by D. R. MacGregor 
A Review = by Bernard Berenson, M.D. 


Here is a short review of a most useful and interesting book that I would like . 
all Guild members to know about. It is a scholarly account of the China tea trade 
and of some of the British sailing ships engaged in it from 1849 to 1869, It has 72 ci 
pages, 7 folding plans (lines, deck and sail plans), 1 fine photographs of tea clip- 
pers and 22 text figures. Part I (28 pages) discusses the China tea trade; Part II 
(5 chapters) discusses ships intimately, and their individual careers; 5 appendices 
(46 pages) give extensive tabulations of China passages, spar dimensions and tonnage 
rules, This is the definitive book on this fascinating trade. 

It may be ordered from Bg in Edwards Ltd. 83 a oneners High Street, London, 
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QUERIES 


Query No. 203 - by G. C. Knewston — Spencers?= for some of our square rigged sailors. — 
In the January issue there appeared a picture of the whaling bark TRUE LOVE. She had 
a rather unusual rig in carrying gaff headed sails on the fore and main masts in ad- 
dition to the regular coursese Would these be called the fore and main spencers? 
What would be the procedure in handling these sails in wearing ship or coming about 
as they seemed not to be fitted with a double sheet? The mizzen and main stay would 
foul the sails in tacking normally. Has this variation of the bark rig any name and 
is there any advantage over the regular staysail usually carried? I have seen a pic- 
ture of this rig only one other time and that was the ship VOLAGE,. 

Query No. 20) = by Fred Lane — Mortor Schooners etc.? 

I would appreciate any description and pertinent information regarding the 
following naval craft: "Ninety-day gunboats." They apparently were built quickly 
by the Union at the beginning of the Civil War. "Mortor schooners," There was a 
flotilla of these in the New Orleans and Mobile Bay battles under Admiral Farragut. 
"Bomb Brigs". There are references to these in the Revolutionary War and War of 
1812. Am informed on the bomb-ketch== but where does the bomb brig differ from the 
bomb ketch except possibly in the rig? 

Query No. 205 = by Winston Langdon = The FLYING CHILDERS. 

Captain Harry O'May of Tasmania sends a picture of a whaler named FLYING 
CHILDERS, Could this be the famous clipper of that name described by Cutler in 
"Greyhounds of the Sea"? Were there two FLYING CHILDERS? 


Query No. 206 — by Herbert S. Scott - 
Information on the patented features on the deck of the FLYING FISH -— such as 


Crane's patented chain stoppers secured to a breast hook close inside the hawse hole; 
Litchfield's patent pump; Reed's patented steering apparatus; Cylindrical iron tank~- 
does this tank show above deck? 
Query No. 207 — by Norman St. Landau, 501 George St., New Brunswick, NeJe 
Could the Guild be kind enough to put me in touch with someone who could sug- 
gest some sources and literature references authenticating the use of red crosses 
and sail ornamentation of early ships? I see such crosses on models of the GOLDEN 
HIND, the SANTA MARIA and even of the clipper ship DREADNOUGHT and am very inter- 
ested in any reference which would authenticate this use. (Note: Mr. Landau is a 
new member and is introduced to the others in this issue, This is a very interest- 
ing subject and we trust that the answers to the query of Mr. Landau will be offered 
for publication in the Journal, ) 
Query Noe 208 = by Betty and Nat Bwer= aboard the schooner LUCY EVELYN, Beach Haven, 
Ne Je Would like to know the design and color of the letters LeJ.M.N. which 
is the signal hoist of our schooner == the LUCY EVELYN whose first enrollment was 
at Machias, Maine, 1918. 
Query No. 209 =— by Edwin Antin — Address of Robert P,. Shaw? 
Perhaps the members can help me to locate Mr. Robert P,. Shaw, who has in his 
possession a large model of the SOVERIGN OF THE SEAS of the Spritsail Topmast era. 
I would like to get in touch with hime 


Belaying Pin Plan=- of SOVERIGN OF THE SEAS from William M. Frick. Answering your 
question on the belaying pin plan, I used— I bought it from A. J. Fisher. I checked 
it back and forth and with others and when the mizzen and mainmast were rigged, every- 
thing fell in to place and seemed to lead right. The rigging was a cinche 


GUILD SLOP CHEST 


Finest quality imported jeweler's saw blades, in assorted dozens. ‘Two each of 
numbers 5/0, 3/0, 2,4,6; will cut silver, brass, wood, bone, etc. Limited supply, 

so only one dozen to each member. Price 3.50 postpaid-- Thomas Hornsby == Chelten- 
han, Pae 


Cost of 8 x 10" photo of CUTTY SARK, $1.20 in stamps -- Order from Secretary. 
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Answers to Queries 


From Herbert Scott -- I entered the query on the SARAH RIDGEWAY== I entered the same 
query two years ago and did not get an answer. This time the query, worded the same, 
I received answers, Note: Repeat your old queries=-=- we have many more members 

at this time and the chance is good that you may get the answers to them now. 

Answer to Query No. 198 of Jack Green by Herbert Scott-- "Thomas W. Lawson"t= Harold A, 
Underhill in his book "Sailing Ship Rigs and Rigging" has rigging plan of the THOMAS 
A. LAWSON. A note on this plan states that Underhill obtained this plan from Beth- 
lehem Shipbuilding Corp., Quincy, Mass. If inquirer does not have access to this 
book, I will be pleased to furnish what I can upon request. ; 
Answer to Query No, 199 of Wayne B. Yarnall- by Dr. Douglas H, Robinson=- Sugar Pine. 
ft had a lot of trouble getting such small quantities from lumber dealers, Finally 

a friend of mine, partner in a lumber concern, took care of my needs. He states he 
will be glad to fill orders for sugar pine from other model builders, and will have 
wood cut to size and in particular will be glad to have well seasoned blanks planed 
to exact thickness for members who may be building the horizontal lift type of solid 
hull. Inquiries should be sent to-=- Mr. Jacob Zwick-- Builders Lumber Supply Co., 
1831 West McGailliard Ave., Trenton, N.J. 

Answer to Query No. 179 of Roy Rogers = by Cant. Harry O'May, Tasmania = British brig 
of ‘lar = Try West and Son= Marine Photographs of Southsea, England= I have a beauty 
of HeMe Brig NAUTILUS-- perhzps they may not still be there, 

Answer to Query on "gilding" from John Lang, NRG- 18) High St., Street(name of Town) 
Somerset, England. ‘In back issue there was a query on gilding and the problem of 
gold leaf adhering to the paint where not wanted, I have seen surrouding paint 
pounced with French chalk, but on a carved model this is apt to be messy, so I offer 
the suggestion of a little white of egg in cold water be brushed on the paint. If 
this is not too strong it will kill the slight surface tackiness of the paint without 
any harmful effects. This must be brushed on and allowed to dry before the parts to 
be gilded are sized with the pilder'ts size. 2h to 36 hours is plenty quick enough." 
Answer to Query No. 197, of Allan Saunders = by William M. Frick - RED JACKET. I 
would like to advise that I saw a very good model of her in the Peabody Museum, Salen, 
and I would think they could give you much data. I could not tell accurately what 
the measurements were, but could give a brief description, if it would help. 


INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


A. D. L. Burman, 63 Botanic Avenue, Durban, South Africa. 
Firstly I am a model builder, I have always entertained the wish to build my 
own collection showing the evolution of the sailing vessel. These are to be perfect 
little miniatures to the scale of 1/4" to 1', built exactly as their originals were 
built. That sounds like a tough order, but I have still plenty of time ahead of me, 
so before I'm an old greybeard, I ought to have quite a collection. Now comes the 
other side of it-- I wish to build up a reference library on the evolution of the 
sailing vessel, which I hope to make as authentic and as complete as possible. This 
library will cover the whole range of shipping from the earliest known ship as well 
as the other miscellaneous subjects. Right now I would appreciate any information 
I can get, such as data, plans, sketches, photos or anything that would lead to 
where the information I am wanting can be found. I hope later I will do my share in 
contributing towards the Journal. Mr. Winston Langdon sent me a copy of the Journal 
and an application. 


Thomas R, Funderburk ~ 602 Pine St., Michigan City, Indiana. 

My nautical interests are the building and sailing of small ships, but these 
were not true models because they were inaccurate in scale and detail, For example, 
Ransom Hughes with his U.S.S. LEXINGTON has built what I would call a real ship-— 
also A. C. Wagner and his NORSE LOVE. I have built a half dozen and all of them 
were interesting exercises in technique and I now feel that I an closer than ever to 
building a real model. And will soon start on the BEAR OF OAKLAND= a joint effort 
with the "Girl Friend", 
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Commodore Clifford Andrews Smith= 58 Sutter Street, San Francisco, Calif, 

My nautical interests arc in general all things of the Sea, but principally those 
things concerning sailing vessels and yachts. 

Have been a yachtsman of the canvas back type for the past thirty years. Owned 
and skippered my own yachts, One an International Star Class "Frisco Star" #16) 
winner of the Pacific Coast Championship Regatta at San Francisco 1923 and many S.F. 
Bay races, Another, R Class Sloop 38-ft, OAL, the only V Bottom R Class yacht in the 
World, winner of many races on San Francisco Bay, Built Wilmington, Calif. 193). 
First Secretary Pacific Coast Yachting Assn., 1923, Vice Admiral Pacific Coast Yacht 
48sn¢- 1925, Commodore The San Francisco Yacht Club five times. Now Commodore Hearst= 
All Clubs Regattas at San Francisco since 1934. Mr. Smith and Capt. Leighton 
Robinson are friends of 30 years, and the Guild welcomes a friend of Capt. Robinson's. 
(Miss) Mary C. Strong - 3355 = 15th Ste, NeW., Washington, De Co 

Miss Strong states her nautical interests very briefly = "Histories and pictures 


_of American Clipper Ships" - but that covers a lot of territory, Remember the story 
‘in the May issue "A Hitch-Hiking Whale" written by Bill Strong, of UeSeSe MIDWAY? 
It is a pleasure to welcome Bill's sister to our ranks. 

‘Edwin Antin - 1325 Millwod Lane, Merrick, N. Ye 


My ship model interests seem to run to extremes, On one hand I have been build= 
ing scale models of the U.S. Navy and Merchant Marine of present timess; (I have fin- 
ished about 575 models to date, built to a scale of 1"=-100! and as accurate as 
security will permit.) On the other hand, I have a strong desire to build a model 
of the SOVERIGN OF THE SEAS, a vessel of the Spritsail Topmast era,g I have been col- 
ge information on it for the past two years and I hope to lay down her keel in 

he Fall © 
Norman St. Landau, 501 George Ste, New Brunswick, NeJ. 

Mr. Landau is interested in the history of ships, flags and sail ornamentation. 

Please note his query this issue. 


Guild Dictionary Project 
Some Words and Expressions by Thomas Hornsby 


John Lyman's explanation of some more obscure terms and expressions we are no 

longer familiar with, brings to mind some others of the sailing ship days, 

Bite and Cry = a reference to the last days of a midshipman's mess, when they were 
on short rations and obliged to forage as best they could for their meals. 

Barney's Brig with both main tacks aboard = I do not know the origin of this, but it 
was used in reference to a vessel becalmed, that was in the same condition as 
"Barney's brig, 

Ridderi down like a main tack = knocked about, hard usage. 

Three ‘decks and no bottom - a disparaging remark directed against an unseaworthy ship 

Battle the Watch ~ to carry on the daily duty of the ship. 

No more dodge than the mainmast = Refers to an officer's character, one who is im- 
movable and unbending, no pliability, does his duty. 

In more modern times, sailor's nicknames for vessels. 

Boomerang = The sailor's term for the Confederate ram MANASSAS, 

Dago - The old cruiser SAN DIEGO. 

Prune Barge = The battleship U.S.S. CALIFORNIA. 

The Mary. - The battleship U.S.S. MARYLAND. 

eet boat - A refrigerated vessel that brought meat to the fleet. 

Rebel = The battleship U.S.S. TENNESSEE, 

Somewhere, there is a reference to the UNITED STATES 1837 being called the "WAGON" 
due to her poor sailing qualities, possibly another member can substantiate it. 


"WITH ALL HANDS" -In looking over this list as shown in the July Journal, I find five 
omissions: The following vessels went missins: INSURGENTE,1800; WILD CAT,182); SYLPH, 
1831; PORPOISE,1854; NINA,1910, The date given for the loss of the EPERVIER is ap~ 
parently a misprint, as she was last spoken 1815, not 1824. Some guns were raised 
in the Caribbean, and identified as part of the armament of the ALBANY, but with this 
exception the silence continues, 


ath 
‘ 
a0 
OF 
™ 
4 
F 
‘ 


VOLUME IV AUGUST 1952 NUMBER 8 


Sources for Wood for Ship Modeling 


Jack Green has suggested that the Guild compile a list of sources for ship 
model wood, It looks from what he says that it is needed. We have published here 
a little and there a little - scattered over 4 ~ 5 years of the issues of the Journal. @ 
Nothing really constructive has been accomplished. We need a ready reference, Not 
only do the members need the name of the wood and its source, but a description of 
its features and its place in the model, and why. We are not in the market for 
wood very often for we spend months, and in some cases years, on one model, but when 
we Start a new ship- the trouble starts. Send your experiences with different woods 
and sources to the Secretary, but better still, will some member "keynote! this proj~ 
ect and compile it for the good of the cause, so that we may at some future date is- 


sue a supplement on the subject: = to be followed later by similar supplements on 
rigging lines and paint. 


Some Foreign Sources of Ship Model Plans 
by Mehrel Shank 


Brown, Son & Ferguson, Ltd., 52=58 Darnley St., Glasgow, S.1, Scotland. 

Plans for Engligh merchant ships from about 1860, few warships such as 0-gun 
frigate of 1790, 12-gun Brig-of-War of 1840 and built-up model plans of a 74=gun two~ 
decker of 1813. Built-up plans for wood brig MARIE SOPHIE, and wood briganteen LEON. 
All plans drawn by Underhill and are excellent. This firm also publishes Mr. Under- 
hill's books and is reprinting all Basil Lubbockts excellent series of clipper ship 
books. Catalog is free. 

Percival Marshall & Co., Ltde, 23 Gte Queen St., London, W.C. 2, England, 

Thirty plans drawn by Clive Milward for his own use, - after his death they 
were bought for publication. English,Dutch and French types. Small craft such as 
Keel, Herring Buss, and King's Ship of 900 to 1400. English first rate of 1670, 
Dutch Man=of-War of 1665, English 4th rates of 1670 and 1733 establishment, plus £ 
Dutch Yacht, Dutch Bomb Ketch and others. All are very authentic, Catalog is free. 
Model Craft, Limited, 77 Grosvenor Rde, Londan, S.J. 1, England. 

Numberous plans of the galleon period which are colorfully presented. Many 
unusual craft plans such as Thames Sailing Barge, Chinese Junk, Burmese Paddy Boat 
and Arab Dhow, also a clipper ship series including CUTTY SARK, CALIPH, and THERMO- 
PYLAE, which is authentic. Plans show separate views of all fixtures and follow the 
bread and butter method of construction, Catalog is 1 shilling, or 20¢ in coin. 
Armada, Cedergrensnavagen 43, Stockholm 32, Sweden. 

This firm produces ship model kits, but will sell the plans separately, Mostly 
Swedish and English types such as brig GERDA, BOUNTY, steam frigate ELIZABETH, and 
the clipper TIMARU, Catalog is free. 

Anker Modeller, Plantevej 8, Sfborg, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Several hundred plans, alltypes, mostly Danish. All are authentic, but the 
drafting is not very good. Several old time plans such as FREDERICK IV, a ship~of- 
the-line of 1699, 110 guns, a complete series of 60-gun, 70-gun and 7l-gun ships of 
1760 Galleys, Dutch State Yacht, and Danish frigates. Among the later sailing ships 
are the GREAT REPUBLIC and the school ship KOPENHAVN, Catalog is freee 
Association des Amis des Mussee de la Marine, Palis de Chaillot, Paris 16, France, 

This is a non=profit group whose goal is to compile the most complete plans 
possible for the ship modeler and they have succeeded. Plans are for solid models, 
all French, each supplemented with a series of 8"x10" photographs of the model in the 
museum, which alone are worth the price of the plan and the most complete description 
of rigging I have ever seen, every line followed to the belaying pin. All details of 
deck rigging and deck fixtures are clearly shown. Scale is 1/75 or about 3/6" -1! 
or larger. 9 plans for sailing ships are offered, among them a 6-gun ship of 1760, 
frig. LA FLORE of 1784, French Reve Cutter, and a Chebe¢, of 2 guns, 1750. Price 
list is free, 

Au Petit Constructeur, 220 Chausse de Wavre, Bruxelles, 40, Belgium. Plans of canal 
and river craft. They also carry in stock plans from most of the firms of Europe. 
Among them are the NINA and PINTA of Columbus's fleet, Venetian ship of the line, 
LINGRAD avi many others. Some are traced from Admiral Paris. Catalog is free. 


(Date of Mailing 818/52) 
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